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“Carnap is a towering figure.  I see him as the

dominant figure in philosophy from the

1930’s onward. . . Some philosophers would

assign this role rather to Wittgenstein, but

many see the scene as I do.” 

—W.V.O. Quine

“Carnap’s Logical Syntax is one of the few

philosophical books which can be described

as of really first rate importance. . . .  It is my

firm conviction that, if ever a history of the

rational philosophy of the earlier half of this

[twentieth] century should be written, this

book ought to have a place in it second to

none.”

—Karl R. Popper

“Carnap’s ingenious and illuminating 

methods of logical analysis and reconstruc-

tion, and the example he has set in his own

work of rigorous but open-minded and

undogmatic philosophical inquiry, have 

provided a powerful stimulus for a precise

analytic approach to philosophical problems.”

—Carl G. Hempel
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Rudolf Carnap and the 
Collected Works of Rudolf Carnap

Rudolf Carnap (1891-1970) was one of
the leading philosophers of the 20th

Century.  After studying physics and philos-
ophy in Germany, Carnap taught philosophy
in Vienna, Prague, at the University of
Chicago and UCLA. His contributions to
philosophy of science, semantics, logic and
probability theory helped define the major
philosophical problems of the 20th Century
and set unprecedented standards for approach-
ing them with clarity and rigor.

Recent scholarship in philosophy and intel-
lectual history has shown that Carnap was a
much more imaginative, subtle, and culturally
engaged philosopher than his critics knew.
As the first complete edition of Carnap’s
published writings, the Collected Works of

Rudolf Carnap will help preserve and focus
this ongoing reappraisal. Its 13 volumes will
include critical introductions, explanatory
notes and, in some cases, new translations by
leading philosophers. The Collected Works

of Rudolf Carnap will present definitive
and complete editions of all Carnap’s pub-
lished writings, spanning half a century.
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